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PREFACE 


The school-going boys and girls of free India should be 
acquainted with the life-stories of the great souls who in 
their lifetime raised the prestige of their motherland in the 
eyes of the world by their noble deeds and after death left 
their footprints on the sands of time for the posterity to 
follow. With a view that the students should be reminded 
of their examples, the writer has prepared this Inspira- 
tional Reader for High School classes. 

Eight brief life-sketches, of five Indians and three 
foreigners, have been given in this book and due care has 
been taken to include only those personalities with whom 
the pupils at the High School stage are expected to be 
familiar. Attention has also been paid to introduce great 
individuals from different walks of life in order to make the 
book representative in character. Mahatma Gandhi stands 
for the service of the weak, the helpless and the oppressed; 
Subhash Chandra Bose and Napoleon Bonaparte inspire 
by their spirit of adventure; Jawaharlal represents the ideal 
of selfless service; Isaac Newton shows his devotion to 
scientific pursuits; Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata and Florence 
Nightingale impress with their noble deeds and Lal Bahadur 
Shastri leaves a permanent mark because of his nobility of 
character. 

The biographies have been written in simple, clear 
and idiomatic English and the intricacies of language have 
been avoided. Key questions at suitable places in each 
sketch have been provided. Brief notes have also been 
added at the end to clarify allusions and references and 
supply necessary information. 
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l. THE FATHER OF THE NATION 
I 
KEY QUESTION: What were the great virtues 
that influenced the early life of Gandhiji ? 


Andia became a free country on August l5, 
hin, simple, 


]947. She owes her freedom to att 
old man who shook a 
mighty empire. He was & ZA 
Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi, known all over 
the world as Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

He was born on Octo- 
ber 2, 869 at Porbandar 
in Kathiawar. His father, 
Kaba Gandhi, was Diwan 
in the states of Rajkotand Vankaner. He was 
a very able and honest man. His mother, 
Putlibai, was the fourth wife of Kaba. She was 
an intelligent, well-informed and religious 
woman. 

Mohandas was the youngest son of his 
parents. The deeply religious atmosphere of 
the home had a lasting influence upon the mind ` 
and character of the young boy. He inherited 
the piety and goodness of heart from his mother, 
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and the independence of mind from his father. 

He was put info a primary school at the 
early age of seven. He wasa mediocre student. 
It was with difficulty that he got through the 
multiplication tables. But cven at school, he 
showed his love for Truth. 

In his autobiography, called The Story of 
My Experiments with Truth, Gandhiji himself 


man `d — 


has narrated a very interesting story. An inci- 
dent occurred at the examination during his 
first yeat at the High School. Mr. Giles, the : 
Inspector of Schools, was on a visit of inspec- 
tion. He entered Gandhiji’s class and asked 
the boys to write the spellings of five words. 
‘Kettle’ was one of those words. Gandhiji . 
had mis-spelt it. The teacher wanted him to 
copy the correct spelling from his neighbour's 
slate but he would not do so because he thought 
that copying was undesirable. The result was 

) that all the boys except Gandhiji nganten the 

- spelling of every word correctly. "The teacher 
was very angry but Gandhiji admitted that he 
could never learn the art of ‘copying’. 

As a boy, he was very fond of reading the 
stories of Shravana Kumar and Harish Chandra. 
Shravana Kumar was a devoted son. He served 
his blind parents so long as he lived, The 
King Harish Chandra went throu gh all the 
ordeals but did not forsake Truth and Duty, 
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Gandhiji read these stories again and again. 
The story of Shravana Kumar inspired him with 
thespirit of service and sacrifice and from the 
story of Harish Chandra he learnt that Truth 
and Duty are priceless principles. 


5: HI 
"KEY QUESTION : On what condition was Gandhiji 
allowed to go to England ? How could he 
keep his promise there ? 

At the very early age of thirteen he was 
married to Kasturba, a little illiterate girl of 
his own age. 8 break in his studies was brought 
about by the marriage. But he again joined 
the High School after a year. — ee 

After passing the Matriculation Examination 
in 887, he joined Samaldas College at Bhava- 
nagar but could not carry on his studies. A 
friend of the family advised that Gandhiji 
should go to England to study law. At this 
there was a great uproar in his community for 
people thought that no Hindu should ever Mee x 
theseas. His mother, however, allowed him to 
go only when he had taken a vow 70 t to take 
meat or touch wine, So he sailed for England 
with a determination to stick to Truth and Duty. 

During hisstay in England, he had to face 
many difficulties. His vows were put to a severe 
test. His friends advised him to eat meat to 
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maintain bis health but it was his devotion to 
Truth and Duty that helped him to remain loyal 
to his vows. To beat home in England, he 
made up his mind to become a first-rate gentle- 
man. He bought fashionable English clothes 
and began to learn music and dancing. He 
soon realised his mistake and became a serious 
student entirely devoted to his studies. . 

He met the famous Theosophist, Mrs 
Besant,in London He made a close study of 
Hinduism and otherreligions. He also studied 
the Bible and was deeply influenced by its 
insistence on returning good for evil. This 
teaching of the Bible became his life-long guide. 


III 
KEY QUESTION : Why did Gandhiji ‘go to 
South Africa ? What were his experiences 
there ? 
| He was called to the bar in the middle of 
89I, and was back home as a qualified barrister. 
Heset up practice in Rajkot but he was not 
successful. Meantime, an important event took 
place. | f 
There was a firm of merchants in Porbandar 
A branch of this firm in South Africa was in- 
volved in a law-suit. Gandhiji was offered to 
go thereto fight out the case. He was glad to 
seize the opportunity and left India in I893 
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A large number of Indians who lived in 
South: Africa were ill-treated by the Europeans 
there. In Natal especially, the Indians suffered 
much humiliation. Gandhiji was himself sub- 
jected to disgrace on several occasions. Once 
when he was in the court of Durban, the white 
magistrate ordered him to remove his turban 
This insult was unbearable to him and he left 
the court-room at once. Soon afterwards, he 
was travelling to Pretoria in first class, A white 


with a “black cooli&. He went out and came 
back with some railway officials. One of them 
sked Gandhiji to leave the compartment. But 
as he did not get out, he was pushed out per. 
force and his luggage was also thrown out. 


IV 
KEY QUESTION: How did Gandhiji improve 
the conditions of the Indians in South 

Africa ? 

This opened his eyes. He realised the sad 
conditions of the Indians in South Africa. He, 
therefore, Save up-the idea of coming back to ae 
India. _He organise the Indian community 
in South Africa. He stu died their problems. He 
addressed meetings on the subject. In 894 
he founded the Natal Indian Congress. The 


m — g. 
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Europeans were enraged at his activities. He 

was insulted, threatened and beaten but he was ... 

not afraid. He continued his work patiently s 

74 When the Boer War broke out, Gandhiji^s 
helped the British in the war. He organised an ^ 
ambulance unit and served the sick and the 
wounded. 

After the war he returned to India. But soon 

he had to go back to South Africa to lead the 
Indians against the high- andedness of their 
white masters. He opposéd the “Registration 
Law’ and fought all “Black Acts’ passed by the ^ ` 
south African Government, by non-violent ae 
means. He and his men were arrested and “£! 
Imprisoned. But the Satyagraha movement 
gathered force and-.the Government had to 
climb down. Finally the famous Gandhi-Smuts 
agreement was arrived at 


Ch SCA NG 
V 
KEY QUESTION : What efforts did Gandhiji make 
for the freedom of India ? 

From South Africa Gandhiji sailed for 
England in 9I4. The Great War broke out 
He had full faith in the honesty of the English 
people. He, therefore, raised an Indian ambu- 
lance unitto help the British. But he fell ill 
and came back to India 

The condition here at. that time was Very 
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unsatisfactory. People were groaning under 
the tyranny of their rulers. There was extreme 
poverty in villages. The country needed a 
leader and Gandhiji was just the man 

At first, he led an agitation in I96-I7 against 
the Indenture system of labour and met with 
success. Then he went to Champaran in Bihar 
and helped the poor labourers working in 
indigo-plantation. 

The British were victorious in the Great 
War. But Gandhiji was shocked to learn that 
England did not play fair with India. He 
launched the first Civil Disobedience Movement 
against the Rowlatt Acton all-India basis. In 
Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar, many innocent 
men, women and children were mercilessly 
killed. He was greatly disturbed by this act of 
inhuman Cruelty and called off the movement. 

In April, I920, Gandhiji started another 
Non-Co-operation Movement and demanded 
Swaraj. He spoke for several reforms like pro- 
hibition of liquor, removal of untouchability 
and boycott of foreign goods. He tried his 
best for Hindu-Muslim unity. He called upon 
his countrymen to adopt Khadi. The movement 
gained strength. Strikes were observed through- 
out the country. Piles of foreign cloth were 
burnt. Success was almost sure but unluckily 
people took to killing and burning. Gandhiji 
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was terribly hurt and called off the movement. 

At Sabarmati he was arrested for the first 
time in India and sentenced to six years? 
Imprisonment. But in January, I924, he fell 
seriously ill and was released. 

In 927, Gandhiji refused to take part in the 

first Round Table Conference, He once more 
demanded Swaraj. When the Government did 
not fulfil the demand, he started a new agita- 
tion in March, 930, and defied the Salt Laws 
by non-violent means. On May 5, he was 
arrested. Strikes were observed throughout the ` 
country. Soon Gandhi-Irwin Pact was Signed 
and the movement was suspended. 
a Then Gandhiji attended the second Round 
I able Conference in London. He was not satis- 
fied with its result. He returned to India to 
restart the movement but was arrested and put 
in ne Yervada prison. a 

In 942, Gaudhiji started the final “Qui 
India” Movement. ` He demanded that कक 
English should leave India of their own free will 
and the power should be given back to the 
Indians. But the British Government turned a 
deaf ear to his words and he Was arrested alon 
TER Tg Congress leaders. This was his at 

of imprisonment. It was i 
He observed a fast for twenty-one days OR 
jail. During this period he lost his friend and 
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faithful follower, Mahadev Desai, and his dear 
wife, Kasturba. 

He was released, however, in 945, when the 
"World War II ended. Due to great loss of 
power and prestige in the war, the British were 
obliged to negotiate for the transfer of power. 
in July, 947, the Indian Independence Bill 
was passed by the Parliament of England and on 
August 5, 947, India became an independent 
country. Thusa new Free India was born and 
Mahatma Gandhi realised his dream. 


VI ` 
KEY QUESTION : Why is Mahatma Gandhi called 

"The Father of the Nation’ ? 

Unfortunately the freedom of India brought 
about the partition of the country on communal 
grounds. The mass killings accompanying this 
partition pained the worshipper of non-violence. 
He went from one part of India to another to 
establish peace and goodwill once again in the 
country. 

30, 948, this great man was shot dead by a 
fanatic. The whole world was plunged into 
grief on hearing this heart-rending news. 

Mahatma Gandhi was an apostle of peace. 
He was the architect of India's freedom 
through truth and non-violence. The ‘dumb 
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millions’ of India had found their voice in him 
and won the great battle of India's freedom 
under his unique leadership. That is why 
the grateful countrymen rightly call him, “The 
Father of the Nation’. 

Paying homage to the departed soul, Pandit 
Nehru in his message to the nation said: 

“Friends and Comrades, the light has gone 
out of our lives and there is darkness everywhere. 
Our beloved leader, Bapu, as we called him, 
the Father of the Nation, is no more...... A mad 
man has put an end to his life......the greatest 
prayer that we can offeris to pledge to dedicate 
ourselves to the truth, and to the cause for which 
this great countryman of ours lived and for 
which he has died.” 
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2. THE LEADER OF THE I.N.A. 


I 


KEY QUESTION : What do you know about the 
early life of Subhash Chandra Bose ? 
“Friends ! My Comrades in the War of 

Liberation ! Today I demand of you one thing 

above all. I demand of 

you blood. It is blood 
alone that can avenge the 
blood that the enemy has 
spilt. It is blood alone 
that can pay the price of 
freedom. Give me blood 
and I promise you 
freedom.” Thus spoke 

Subhash Chandra Bose 

ata huge mass rally of the Indians in Burma 

on July 4, 944. He was as great a fighter in 
the struggle for India's freedom as Mahatma 

Gandhi. 

Subhasb Chandra Bose was born in a well- 
to-do family on January 23, 897, at Cuttack. 
His mother, Shrimati Prabhavati Bose, was a 
gifted woman. It was she who made her son 
what he ultimately became. His father, Rai 
Bahadur Janaki Nath, wasa man of social, 
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patriotic and self-sacrificing spirit. Subhash 
inherited the qualities of his parents. 

As his parents wanted to give himthe best 
education, Subhash was sent to the Protestant 
English School, Cuttack, at the age of five. All 
his teachers in this school] were Europeans and 
his class-fellows were mostly English children. 
These children looked down upon Indians. Their 
rude behaviour aroused the anger of Subhash. 
Possibly this early impression was the starting 
point of his patriotism. 

In I909, he joined the Cuttack Collegiate 
school. Here he was greatly influenced by Shri 
Beni Madhava Das, the Headmaster of the 
school, who believed in plain living and high 
thinking. From him he learnt to help the poor 
and serve the sick. 


II 
KEY QUESTION: Why did Subhash Chandra 

Bose tender his resignation from the Indian 

Civil Service ? 

After passing the Matriculation Examina- 
tion, he joined the Presidency College, Cal- 
cutta in 9]3. He had a keen thirst for spiri- 
tual knowledge and one day he left home in 
search of a guru. His search proved futile and 
he returned home. | 

He resumed his studies and secured a first 
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class in the Intermediate Examination. He 
then became a student of Scottish Church 
College, Calcutta and passed his B.A. in 9I9, 
securing first division and second position. 

He went to England for higher studies. In 
the Cambridge University he again found that 
indian students were given a step-motherly 
treatment. Simply to fulfil his father's desire 
he appeared in the I.C.S. competition and 
secured the fourth position. But he considered 
his success to be his misfortune. He wrote to a 
friend, “You will be sorry to learn that unfortu- 
nately I have come out successful at the I.C.S. 
examination. | 

Meanwhile, the condition in India was going 
from bad to worse. People were groaning under 
the foreign yoke. The heart of Subhash also 
ached. He considered the I.C.S. to be an obs- 
tacle in the service of the motherland and so in 
I92], he resigned from the Indian Civil Service. 
This proves his great sacrifice. 


III 
KEY QUESTION : On what point was there a 
split among the Congressmen ? Which side 
did Subhash join ? 
Then Subhash came back to India. He went 
direct to Mahatma Gandhi for guidance. 
Though he had a great regard for Mahatmaji, 
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he did notlike his policy of non-violence. So 
he decided to work under Deshbandhu C. R. 
Das in whom he found the leader of his liking. 

Deshbandhu Das had set up a National 
College for young men and women who had to 
give up their studies during the Non-Co-opera- 
tion Movement. Subhash was appointed the 
Principal of the College in May, I92]. Under 
his able guidance the College progressed by 
leaps and bounds. But he was not satisfied 
with this work because he was destined for 
higher things. Soon the Congress made him 
the Commander of the National Corps. .He 
found the work more to his choice. 

In November of the same year, the Prince 
of Wales visited India. The Congress had 
decided to boycott his visit. The charge of 
organising the strike at Calcutta was given to 
Subhash. He organised the hartal so success- 
fully that the Government had to pay heed to 
it. The National Corps was declared an illegal 
body and Subhash was arrested. He was sen- 
tenced to six months” imprisonment. 

In I922, he was released. Then there was 
a split among the Congressmen. Deshbandhu 
and his party had decided to contest the elec- 
tions n the Councils and the Assemblies while 
Gandhiji with his group was opposed to this 
policy. The Congress accepted the views of 
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Gandhiji and as such Deshbandhu Das resigned 
from the Presidentship of the Congress and 
formed his Swarajya Party. Subhash naturally 
sided Deshbandhu, his leader. The work of 
propagating the daily views of the Swarajya 
Party through its English daily newspaper, 
Forward, was entrusted to him. He was ap- 
pointed its Editor. He worked day and night 
and wrote editorial articles for the paper. 

The Swarajya Party contested the elections 
and won a number of seats in Legislatures. In 
Calcutta, the Corporaticn came into their 
hands. C. R. Das became the Mayor and 
Subhash Chandra Bose, the Executive Officer 
of the Corporation. Bose proved to be an 
able administrator. He worked with such zeal 
and impartiality as even his enemies praised 
him. The Government looked upon his acti- 
vities with doubt and realised the danger of the 
situation. He was, therefore, arrested and kept 
in the Alipore jail. Finally he was put behind 
the bars at Mandalay in Burma. 

In ]925, Deshbandhu Das passed away. 
The news of his death came to Subhash as a 
bolt from the blue. This sorrow together with 
the unhealthy climate of Mandalay told upon 
his health. He fell seriously ill and the Govern- 
ment had to release him unconditionally in 
I927. | 
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IV 
KEY QUESTION : How did the people of India 
decide to honour Subhash Chandra Bose 
for his services in making the country 
free ? 

In I928, Subhash again took up the Congress 
work. He organised the boycott of the Simon 
Commission very successfully. 

In December, 928, the 43rd Congress 
session was held at Calcutta with Motilal Nehru 
in the chair. A resolution was passed that 
Dominion Status for India should be accepted 
as the goal of the Congress whilc Subhash and 
Jawaharlal proposed that nothing short of 
Poorna Swarajya should be the aim of the 
Congress. Mahatma Gandhi came forward 
with a compromise formula. The majority 
accepted the views of Gandhiji and Subhash 
had lost once again. At the next session of the 
Congress at Lahore under the presidentship of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the resolution for complete 
independence was moved by Gandhiji himself. 
This time again Subhash was a Step ahead. Hc 
declared that a parallel Government should be 
set up as a challenge to the British rule in India. 
Gandhiji Opposed his move saying that it was 

not practical. 
Notwithstanding his differences with the 
policy of the Congress, he remained loyal to 
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it. In 930, Gandhiji started the Civil Disobe- 
dience Movement. Subhash jumped into the 
struggle and found himself behind the prison 
bars once again. Due to his serious illness the 
Government had to release him in ]933 on 
medical advice. 

He then went to Switzerland for treatment. 
As soon as he regained his health, he visited 
various countries and met great personalities 
like Mussolini in Italy and De Valera in Ireland i 
He left Europe and returned to India in Jan- 
uary, 938. 

The fifty-first session of the Congress was 
held in 938, at Haripura on the banks of the 
Tapti. The people of India conferred on 
Subhash Chandra Bose the highest honour by 
electing him the President of this session. He 
was driven along in a chariot drawn by fifty-one 
bullocks. The people re-elected him Presid 
next year as well b Toi. Cen 
boue Well but due to certain difficulties 

Igned and set upa new party called the 


Forward Bloc, He al li i 
hae SO published the daily 
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IV 
KEY QUESTION : How did the people of India 
decide to honour Subhash Chandra Bose 

Jor his services in mak ing the country 

free ? 

In 928, Subhash again took up the Congress 
work. He organised the boycott of the Simon 
Commission very successfully. 

In December, 928, the 43rd Congress 
session was held at Calcutta with Motilal Nehru 
inthe chair. A resolution was passed that 
Dominion Status for India should be accepted 
as the goal of the Congress while Subhash and 
Jawaharlal proposed that nothing short of 
Poorna Swarajya should be the aim of the 
Congress Mahatma Gandhi came forward 
with a compromise formula. The majority 
accepted the views of Gandhiji and Subhash 
had lost once again. At the next session of the 
Congress at Lahore under the presidentship of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Tesolution for complete 
independence was moved by Gandhiji himself. 
This time again Subhash was a step ahead. He 
declared that a parallel Government should be 
Set up as a challenge to the British rule in India. 
Gandhiji opposed his move saying that it was 
not practical, 

Notwithstanding his differences with the 

policy of the Congress, he remained loyal to 
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it. In 930, Gandhiji started the Civil Disobe- 
dience Movement. Subhash jumped into the 
struggle and found himself behind the prison 
barsonceagain. Due to his serious illness the 
Government had to release him in I933 on 
medical advice. 

He then went to Switzerland for treatment. 
As soon as he regained his health, he visited 
various countries and met great personalities 
like Mussolini in Italy and De Valera in Ireland. 
He left Europe and returned to India in Jan- 
uary, 938. | 

The fifty-first session of the Congress was 
held in 938, at Haripura on the banks of the 
Tapti. The people of India conferred on 
Subhash Chandra Bose the highest honour by 
electing him the President of this session. He 
was driven along in a chariot drawn by fifty-one 
bullocks. The people re-elected him President 
next year as well but due to certain difficulties 
he resigned and set up a new party called the 
Forward Bloc. He also published the daily 
paper, Advance. 


V 


KEY QUESTION : Why did Subhash Chandra 
Bose leave India ? How did he manage to 


escape ? 
In 940, he was again arrested as he agitated 
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for the removal of the Holwell Monument at 
Calcutta. He was put in jail for an indefinite 
period. His health had become so shattered 
that the Government released him but he was 
put under house-arrest. 

Meanwhile, the World War II had started. 
It seemed that England would be defeated. 
Subhash thought of seeking German help to free 
India as soon as possible. 

One day it was found that he sudden ly dis- 
appeared from his home. Later on, it was 
learnt that he had growna beard, disguised him- 
self as a Maulavi named Ziauddin and escaped 
to Kabul through Peshawar. From there he 
somehow reached Germany. There he met 
Hitler. From him he got the assurance of 
German help to India. 


VI 
KEY QUESTION : Why is Subhash Chandra 

Bose known to us as Netaji ? 

Just then, favourable things happened in 
the east. Japan had declared war against 
England and America. The British had to 
retire from Malaya, Singapore and Burma. 
Subhash thus got a golden chance. He reached 
Japan at once. 

Subhash organised the Indians there, He 
awakened them from slumber and aroused 
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in them the feeling of patriotism. In 944, he 
formed the Azad Hind Government. He was 
elected its leader. He had sucha magic in his 
words that the people who listened to him 
began to admire, love and adore him. They 
henceforth called him Netaji. Since then he has 
been known to the world by this title. < 

He also raised a strong fighting force of 
Indians known as the Indian National Army. 
The I. N. A. fought against the British. .It 
invaded Assam. But the stars were not favour- 
able. The Japanese had to surrender. The 
whole plan ofSubhash was upset. Many men 
and officers of the I. N. A. were taken into cus- 
tody. They were brought to India and tried in 
the Red Fort at Delhi. But nothing was known 
about Subhash. 

On the I8th August, 945, the Japanese radio 
announced that Netaji had been killed in a plane 
crash on his way to Japan. 

As nobody ever saw him dead, there are 
many who still hope that one day he will come 
back to his country which he liberated through 
his sincere services and sacrifices. Whether 
he is alive or dead, his intense patriotism has 
immortalised him as a great fighter of freedom. 
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3. THE CONSUL OF FRANCE 


Vins I 
KEY QUESTION : What kind of games did 
Napoleon play in his childhood ? 


Since the sixteenth century there lived the 
family .of Bonapartes in the small island of 
| Corsica. Napoleon came 

of this good family. 

He was born on 
August ]5, I769 at 
Ajaccio, the capital of 
Corsica. He was the son 
ofa happy-go-lucky law- 
yer. His mother, Laetitia 
Bonaparte, was a very wise 
and worthy woman though 
‘She came of a humble family. She exercised a 
deep influence on the life of her son. Napoleon 
loved his mother very dearly and his grateful 
heart never forgot her. 

The family of Bonapartes was a happy little 
group because the members loved each other. 
The children of the family had a room oftheir 
own. There they used to play as soldiers. 
Often they went out to some lonely place by the 
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shore and made small forts of sand. Then they 
divided themselves into two groups. One group 
attacked the fort and the other defended it. Jt 
was Napoleon who enjoyed these games the = 
most. He was decidedly the leader in these 
games. One day when it was a stormy wea- 
ther, he did not go outside but drilled and shou- 
ted orders in the little room. 

Coming events cast their shadows before. 
Since his childhood Napoleon showed signs of 
greatness. He liked to play the leader. The child- 
ren whom heled in the mock fights obeyed him. 


II 


KEY QUESTION : What happened when Napo- 
leon's teacher was giving a lesson in Geo- 
graphy ? What does it show ? 

At the early age of six, Napoleon was sent 
to school. One day his teacher was giving 
alessonin Geography. On the black-board 
he wrote, “France isa big country and to the 
south of itis a very small island called Corsica.” 
He asked the students to note itdown. Allthe 
boys obeyed the order but Napoleon could not 
tolerate his motherland to be called small. He, 
therefore, wrote down, “France is a big country 
and to the south of it is a very important island 
called Corsica." It shows his intense love for 
his motherland. 
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On another occasion his History teacher was 
giving a practice lesson in the subject. He had 
divided the class into two groups. One group 
represented the Romans and the other repre- 
sented the Carthaginians. Each group sat 
under its own flag. As soon as the teacher 
began the lesson, little Napoleon shouted out, 
“I won't be a Carthaginian; I won’t.” His elder 
brother, Joseph, realised the gravity of the 
situation and he at once changed places with 
him in order to pacify him. 


III 


KEY QUESTION : What kind of life did Napo- 
leon like to lead ? 

In the heart of his hearts Napoleon loved to 
bea soldier and fight battles. Very often his 
mother gave him a white bread when he went 
to school. Napoleon did not eat it but he gave 
it to some soldier and in exchange he took the 
soldier's coarse brown bread. His mother asked 
him the reason. He humbly replied “ ‘Mother, 
Iam going to bea soldier. Imust get accus- 
tomed to.a soldier’s food.” | 

When his father saw that his son hada great 
desire to become a soldier, he sent Napoleon to 
France with his elder brother. .In the beginning, 
be did not like the life at the new school. The 
little boys could not understand the French 
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language and theirclass-mates often poked fun 
at them. Being new-comers, they were also 
very shy but soon they adjusted themselves 
to the circumstances. Gradually they began to 
love their new friends. Napoleon became very 
popular here as well. 

Soon the two brothers had to part. Joseph 
was deeply moved and he cried at the departure 
but Napoleon was not at all affected. At this 
new school he slept on floor and ate very little 
food. When his tutor asked him why he did 
so, he calmly said, “All soldiers do it in war.” 

. With the passage of time Napoleon grew 
into a sturdy boy of fifteen. He joined the sol- 
diers’ college in Paris. Soon he distinguished 
himself as a soldier. He became a Lieutenant 
in one of the best regiments. This job was to 
his liking. He won rapid promotion and 
shortly became one of the best officers in the 
regiment. 


IV 


KEY QUESTION : Why did people rise against 
the nobility ? What was the result of the 
uprising ? 

Meanwhile, events were changing fast in 
France. Louis XIV had ruled over the country 
asa dictator. The common man had begun 
hating the power ofthe nobles who were great. 
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tyrants. The country wasdivided into the rich 
and the poor. The nobles rolled in luxury 
while the people could hardly make both ends 
meet. The nobles were also exempted from 
many of the taxes but the poor had to pay them. 
During the reign of Louis XIV, people were 
fed up withthe tyranny of the nobles and the 
autocrats. | 

There was an uprising in France. The King 
was arrested and put behind the prison bars. 
The nobles and the rich were slaughtered and 
their palaces set on fire. 

The peace in Europe was disturbed. One 
by one other countries declared war on France. 


V 


KEY QUESTION : What was the need of France 
at that time ? What did Napoleon do for 
the country ? 

France was.in a dangerous situation. A 
soldier was urgently needed to lead it and save 
it from the danger. Napoleon was the fittest 
man for the purpose. He seized the Oppor- 
tunity and proved himself so] oyal that the 
Government of France reposed the fullest con- 
fidence in him and made him the Commander- 
in-Chief of the French Army. 

As a commander, Napoleon was Very 
successful. He had extraordinary qualities. He 
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was a man of action with a firm determination 
and an iron will. If he once made up his 
mind to do a thing, nothing could deter him 
from doing it. On one occasion when his 
army was to march into Italy, one of his 
generals said to him, “Sire, it is impossible.” 
Napoleon at once retorted, “Impossible is found 
in the dictionary of fools.” The general said 
again, “Sire, the Alps stand in the way.” “There 
' shall be no Alps," replied Napoleon. “Soldiers, 
you are ill-fed and almost naked. ...I am about 
to lead you into the most fruitful plains in the 
world. Rich provinces, great cities will be in 
your power. There you will find honour, and 
fame, and wealth. Soldiers of the army of 
France, will you be found wanting in courage ?" 
With these inspiring words he led the army, 
into the fields of Italy. "Whether hill or plain; 
he butchered the enemies everywhere. He 
was the *Child of Destiny' in his own words., 
He was stubborn and knew no defeat. He. 
jerced through the lines of the enemies achiev- 
ing success after success 
His soldiers were proud of him. They loved. 
and adored him. 776 led them so bravely that 
they followed him wherever he liked. The 
‘little corporal became the. idol of the 


nation. 
Soon Napoleon changed the map of Europe. 
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He won battle after battle. People talked that 
one day he would bethe Emperor of France. 


VI 


KEY QUESTION : How did Napoleon become 
an Emperor ? 

The day soon dawned. One day Napoleon 
marched on Paris with his army. He drove 
away the leaders whom the people of France 
had begun to hate. So the ‘little corporal’ 
seized the reins of civil power and declared 
himself ‘the Consul of France’. 

Then he ruled over the country like a king. 
He made laws for the people. After some time 

‘he marched again to win fresh laurels for 
France. Day by day he grew more powerful. 
Now people loved him so much that on May I8, 
804, they made him the Emperor of France. 
. The Pope came to crown him on the day 
of coronation. But as the heart of the Emperor 
was filled with pride, he did not let the Pope 
do so. He took the golden crown and placed 
it himself on his head. Thus the crown re- 
mained unblessed. 


VII 


KEY QUESTION : Why did Napoleon fail ? . 
Napoleon was no doubt a powerful Emperor 
but at the same time he was too proud. He had 
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begun to think himself unconquerable. “Pride 
goeth before a fall" is a well known proverb. 
The conquered countries revolted one by one. 

Napoleon could hardly escape with his life 
from Russia. Then he was arrested and in- 
terned in the little island of Elba. His shining 
career came to an end and his empire hada 
quick fall. 

Indeed Napoleon was so clever that one 
dark night he absconded from Elba. He was 
again at the head ofan Army. The French 
people still adored him. But his stars were not 
favourable. The famous battle of Waterloo was 
fought between Napoleon and the British and 
the allies in the plain of Belgium. Napoleon lost 
this battle though he had every hope of success. 

This time the enemies were more vigilant. 
They sent Napoleon to the distant island of 
St. Helena. There he lived under arrest for two 
years. One evening he died far away from 
his dear land. j 

After eighteen years, when the new French 
King sat on the throne, the coffin of Napoleon 
was brought back to France and was buried 
in Paris with all pomp and ceremony. 

Really it was Napoleon Bonaparte who. by 
his force of magnetic personality, clear foresight, 
military genius and high ambition arrested the 
attention of his own and succeeding times, 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri 


nil lima, ee ee vee OS SE ts oR, Tata 


4. THE MAKER OF MODERN INDIA 
^ ; I 
KEY QUESTION : When and where was 
` Jawaharlal Nehru born ? 
The Nehrus were the original inhabitants 
of Kashmir. They soon left that land and 
came down to Delhi. In 
I857, they moved from : 
Delhi to Agra and finally | 
they came to Allahabad 
where they settled down 
permanently. 
Pandit Motilal was - 
one of the members of 
the family of  Nehrus. 
He was a very successful 
lawyerZof his time. He was a wealthy man and 
lived a luxurious life. On November | 4, l889, 
a son Was born to him. There was a great | 
rejoicing in the family. The child was named f 
Jawaharlal because he was a valuable jewel 
of the house. 
| With an idea of bringing him up on western | 
lines, his father engaged European nurses to | 
look after him. When he wasa boy of twelve, Ë 
Mr. F. T. Brooks, an Irishman, was appointed 
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to teach him at home. This tutor played an 
important role in exercising a deep influence 
on the young mind 


“II DIAN 
KEY OUESTION : Where did Jawaharlal receive 
his education ? 

In I904, Pandit Motilal took Jawahar to 
England. There he was admitted to Harrow, 
one Of the best public schools. After three 
years he joined Trinity College and took his 
Science Tripos from the University of Cam- 
bridge. 

A story is told about his University days. 
At that time the Liberal Party was in power in 
England. A professor put a question to his 
class about the Ministry. His English class- 
fellows were silent while Jawahar could tell all 
about it, even the names of the ministers and 
their qualities. It shows how keenly he was 
interested in the political affairs of the world. 

But you will be surprised to know one thing 
about his student life. He was a very shy boy. 
Though he could discuss matters with friends 
brilliantly, he had not the courage to speak 
from the platform. There was a rule inthe 
Cambridge University that each student must 
make a speech once in six months. If someone 
failed to comply with this rule he had to pay a 
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fine. Jawaharal always paid a fine but never 
delivered a speech. 

From Cambridge he moved to the Inner 
Temple, London to study law and qualified 
himself as a barrister. 


III 


KEY QUESTION : How did Jawaharlal enter 
the Congress fold ? 

He came back to India in I9]2. He fol- 
lowed in the footsteps of his father and started 
practice at Allahabad. He was not satisfied 
with the legal profession because he wanted to 
do something noble and great. He, therefore, 
looked around him and was drawn o political 
field. The same year, he was a delegate to the 
annual session of the Indian National Congress 
at Bankipur (Patna). | 

In 9]6, he met Mahatma Gandhi for the 
first time during the session of the Congress at 
Lucknow. This meeting was very significant. 
It became the turning point in his life. The 
same year, he married Kamala at Delhi. 
After about two years, their first child, Indira 
(now Mrs. Indira Gandhi), was born. 

How he came into the Congress fold is an 
Interesting story. When in l92] , Gandhiji 
launched his Satyagraha movement, Jawaharlal 
wanted to take part init. But his father did not 
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allow him to take any active part in the fight for 
freedom of the country because he did not like 


that his only son should go to jail. When 


Jawaharlal insisted, the matter was put before 
Gandhiji for his advice. Gandhiji told him that 
it was the duty of a son to obey his father and, 
therefore, he must not take any part in the 
movement unless his father gave him permission 
to do so. 

But a series of events happened very fast. 
Riots at Allahabad and the tragedy of Jallian- 
wala Bagh followed the all-India hartal. These 
events shocked Pandit Motilal Nehru very 
deeply. So he decided to join the Congress. 
When the father himself entered the Congress 
fold, the son had no difficulty in following 
him. 

IV 


KEY QUESTION : What part did Jawaharlal 
Nehru play during the first phase of 
India's struggle for freedom ? 

In connection with the work of the Congress, 
he came into close contact with the villages of 
India. He made a tour of his own district and 
went from one villageto another receiving first- 
hand information of the poor and sad condition 


of the villagers. He was shocked to learn their 


ignorance and backwardness and thought that 
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freedom was the only remedy to put an end to 
these evils. 

४7 So Nehru threw himself into the national 
struggle though nurtured in a life of ease and 
comfort. Meanwhile, the Prince of Wales had 
visited India and the Congress had decided to 
boycott his visit. At Allahabad, Jawaharlal 
staged a demonstration and led the volunteers. 
He was arrested for the first time and sentenced 
to six months’ imprisonment. In May, 922, 
he was arrested again. 

In I923, he was elected the General Sec- 
retary of the Congress. He held this office for 
another year. But in 925, his wi fe, Kamala 
Nehru, fell seriously ill. So Jawaharlal had to 
suspend all work. In 926, he took herto 
Switzerland for treatment. After some time her 
health improved and he then visited a number 
of European countries. He observed their 
social, political and economic conditions. 

+ On his return from Europe he again engaged 
himself in Congress work. In | 929. the grate- 
ful nation elected him President of the Lahore 
Session of the Congress. This was a very impor- 
tant Session in the history of India. It was in 
this session that the Congress demanded Poorna 
Swarajya for the countr : 

ii When the Simon Commission came to India, 
Jawaharlal had his first experience of lathi charge 
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at Lucknow in connection with its boycott. 


V 


KEY QUESTION : How did Pandit Nehru serve 
India during the last phase of the coun iry’s 
fight for independence ? 

In March, 930, Gandhiji started the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. Jawaharlal took active 
part in it and was sent to jail for six months. 
During the next six years, two great misfortunes 
befell him. In 93], his father, Pandit Motilal 
Nehru, died and in February, | 936, his be- 
loved wife, Kamala, passed away in Germany 
where he had taken her for better treatment. 

But his personal losses did not stand inthe 
way of his service to the country. We can well 
imagine how great a man Jawaharlal was. When 
he returned to India, he was re-elected President 
of the Congress for the Lucknow session. 

On August 8, 942, he was arrested and kept 
for the last time in the A hmednagar Fort in 
connection with the ‘Quit India’ movement. 
He was released on June 5, 945. 

Meanwhile,many men of the Indian National 
Army were arrested for fighting against the 
British. They were tried in the Red Fort at 
Delhi. After a very long interval, Jawaharlal had 
to wear his barrister’s gown to plead for these 
gallant sons of India. He succeeded in the case 
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and the brave soldiers of the I. N.A. were released. 


_ The British won the World War II against 
Germany. Atthat time the Labour Pa rty was 
the ruling power in Britain. This English 
Labour Government decided to make India 
free. Negotiations started for the transfer 
of power between the Congress leaders and 
.thethen Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten. India 
became a free country on August I5, 947. 


V 


KEY QUESTION : What were the tasks dome 
by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru as the Prime 
Minister of Free India ? 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru became the first 
Prime Minister of free India. Great problems— 
internal and external—faced the country then. 
Forexample, there was the shortage of food. 
The fire of communalism rol led on and encir- 
cled the entire country. Millions of refugees 
had to be looked after. People groaned under 
poverty and ignorance, Most important of 
all, India had to be made great and strong in 
the international field. 

Allthese matters were intricate but he solved 
them with courage, foresight and wisdom. 

In matters of foreign affairs, he defended the 
cause of other nations’ freedom. He raised the 
prestige of the countries of Asia in the eyes of 
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the world. He also championed the cause of 
peace throughout the world. He laid down the 
five principles of peaceful co-existence known 
as Panch Sheel which were accepted by many 
countries. 

In 96I, he participated in the 25-nation 
Conference at Belgrade, from where he went to 
. Paris, U.S.A. and Mexico. 

October 20, I962, marked the launching of 
. the Chinese invasion of the northern frontiers 
of our country. In the words of Pandit Nehru, 
the Chinese invasion “occasioned almost a new 
birth of the Indian spirit." Heappealed to his 
countrymen and the contributions of the people 
began to pour in, in cash, in kind, and in various 
other forms. About forty-four crore Indians 
made known to the world that each of them was 
a soldier meeting the challenge. de o 

On May 27, I964, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
died suddenly of a heart attack. His death 
came as a severe blow and the whole country 
was orphaned. 

Payinga glorious tributeto him, Shri Lal 
Bahadur Shastri said: 

"The Supreme Captain has passed away. 
He gave lightto the country and to the world 
so long as he lived. He was a rare figure who 
got the highest recognition asa leader ofthe 
people and of the common man. Throughout 
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the world his name became a symbol of hope 
and inspiration for people struggling for free- 
dom....The torchleft behind has to be kept 
burning and the India of his dream built up." 


VII 
KEY QUESTION : What were the qualities that , 
made Nehru great ? j 
Y 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was great in every \ 
way. Born with a silver spoon in his mouth, 
he received the best education in England. He ` 
could have earned a lot as alawyerbut he never + 
cared for money or position. 

He wasa great thinker. He used all his 
power for the good of India and Indians. He 
went to jail severaltimes as a fighter of freedom. 

He was an author of distinction. He wrote | 
many books which are read even today with 
great interest all over the world. 

He was a great political leader. Hehada 
noble heart full of love and gentleness. He was 
a great lover of children who affectionately 
called him Chacha Nehru. He was always bold 
and energetic, He loved horse-riding, swimming 
and hunting. He was fond of outdoor life. 

He was respected by all. Wherever he went, 
he won the heart of everyone. People listened 
to him with reverence. 

He was an outstanding statesman, a worthy 
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administrator, a great patriot, a world citizen 
and a great believer in world peace, a true 
worshipper of humanity and one of the greatest 
figures of our age. 

As an Architect of Modern India, his ser- 

. Vices were unparalleled. The following lines 

Of his ‘will’ reveal his burning patriotism: 

“My ashes should be carried high up into 
the air in an aeroplane and scattered from that 
height over the fields where the peasants of 
India toil, so that they might mingle with the 
dust and soil of India and become an indistin- 
guishable part of India." 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri 


by 
E. QU 


5. THE DISCOVERER OF NATURE'S 
॒ LAWS 


I 


KEY QUESTION : How did Isaac gain self-confi-| 
dence during his student life ? In what 
manner did this quality pay him ? 

For our knowledge of the law of gravity, of 
the principle by which the universe exists and ` 
moves, we are mainly - 
indebted to one man— 
Isaac Newton. 

The year I642 was 
remarkable, not only in 
the history ofEnglandfor , 
the beginning of a civil ४ 
war, but also in the ` | 
history of science for | | 


| 
] 





giving birth to a genius of 

discoveries. On Christmas Day, Isaac Newton 
was born at Woolsthorpe in Lincolnshire. At 
that time his mother, Hannah Newton, knew 
little that her new-born baby would one day 
explain to the world many puzzling matters. 
When Isaac’s father died, his mother married 
again. So the boy was left to the care of his 
grandmother, Mrs. Ayscough, at Wo olsthorpe. 


t 
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The good old woman was kind enough to send 
Isaac to the Grammar School of Mr. Stokes at 
Grantham. There he took little interest in his 
studies and felt himself much inferior to his 
class-fellows. 

One day an incident took place. There was 
a bully in this school. He used to tease stu- 


. dents and was a great nuisance. Once he was 
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in search of a suitable victim. Young Newton, 


. being the simplest and the meekest, was the 


obvious choice. Master Bully let his hand 
fall heavily on the quiet lad but, to the su rprise 
of all, it was the victim who gained the upper 
hand. Since then a sudden change was marked 
inlsaac. He knew himself and also gained 
self-confidence which helped him to rise in 
tuture. 

In I656, his stepfather, Barnabas Smith, died 
and his mother needed the help of Isaac, a boy 
of fourteen. So she withdrew him from the 
Grammar School. 

On the advice of William Asycough, his 
uncle and a member of Trinity College Camb- 
ridge, Isaac was back to school in 660, and on 
June 5, {66l, he was admitted as a sub-sizar 
at Trinity College. He devoted himself to his 
studies. On 8th July, 66, he matriculated as 
sizar of Trinity and in January, 665, he took 
his degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
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II 
KEY QUESTION : What were the early discoveries 
of Isaac ? 
In his early years, Isaac showed intelligence 
at making things. He had himself made a set 
of tools and saws of different sizes. With the 


help of these he made many wonderful articles. . 


His grandmother often talked about him 
that he would be a capital workman, do well in 
the world and be a rich man before his death. 
Some of his neighbours thought he would make 
beautiful furniture while others supposed that 
he would be an architect or a builder. 

In due time, Isaac made a wonderful clock. 
It was set going by the dropping of water and 
not by wheels and weights like other clocks. 
This was really an object of curiosity. Besides 
the water-clock which told the hour in the shade, 
he made a sun-dial to tell the time in the sunshine. 

In 665, soon after his graduation, he dis- 
covered what is now known as the binomial 
theorem, and shortly afterwards the principles 
of the integral calculus, and the methods for cal- 
culating the area of curves or the volumes of solids. 


JII 


KEY OUESTION : How did Isaac succeed in 
making a model of the windmill ? 
Isaac was so sharp-witted that he found out 
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difficult things in simple ways. You will be 
surprised to know that he devised a very simple 
method to find out the strength of the wind. He 
jumped against the wind and by the length of 
the jump he calculated the force of a breeze, a 
gale or a storm. 

Isaac was also very inquisitive. Near the 
house of his grandmother there was a windmill. 
Isaac often went there and spent hours in 
examining its different parts. When the mill 
was at rest, he tried to know how it was made 
inside and when the wind set its broad sails in 
motion, he watched how the millstones were 
made to go round and round, and crush the 
grain that was put into the hopper. Then he 
was seen busy with his tools. 

Very soon Isaac's labour was crowned with 
success. He could succeed in making a model 
of the windmill. Every part of the mill and its 
machinery was perfectly ready. Its little sails 
were made of fine linen and rotated very fast by 
the least force of the wind. It was really most 
curious that whenever a handful of grain was 
put into the hopper, it was immediately turned 
into snow-white flour. 

The grandmother and the neighbours of 
Isaac were pleased to see his windmill. They 
rightly thought that it was very pretty and 
strange. 
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IV 
KEY QUESTION : What important discoveries did 

Newton make afterwards ? 

As Newton grew older, he had far more 
important matters in his mind than the making 
of toys. t 

In 668, he made his first reflecting telescope, 
an instrument six inches long, with an aperture 
of about an inch. 

He was the first who, in 675, discovered the 
nature of light. In other words, he was the 
founder of the emission theory of light. The 
theory referred the origin cf light to the emis- 
sion, by a shining body, of innumerable mi nute 
particles travelling ata rate of ]90,000 miles 
per second in empty space. 

It was while walking in the garden at Wools- 
thorpe that the fall of an apple struck to his 

mind the greatest and the most famous of all 
his discoveries—the law of gravitation. 

At night, he gazed at the stars with curio- 
sity and wondered if they were worlds like our 
own, and how far they were from the earth, 
and what the force was that kept the heavenly 
bodies in their places. 

He never allowed his mind to rest until he 
had established the Jaws of gravitation, the 
principle which controls the existence and 
movement of the universe, 
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Newton Wrote a systematic treatise on the 
matter which was published in the year 685- 
86 by Halley at his own expense. 


V 
KEY QUESTION : What is the story of Newton 
and his little dog, Diamond ? 

Newton hada little dog named Diamond. 
One day, when he was fifty years ofage, he went 
out of his room. The little dog was asleep in 
the room before the fire. A heap of written 
papers, containing the labours of twenty years, 
lay on the table. When Newton was absent 
from tbe room, little Diamond rose up, jumped 
upon the table and dropped the lighted candle. 
The important papers immediately caught fire 
and were burnt to ashes. 

When Newton returned home and opened 
the door, he was stunned to see what had hap- 
pened. He found the papers reduced to a heap 
of ashes. He saw his little dog standing there. 
He understood that it was Diamond who had 
done all the mischief. Surely any other man 
would have killed the dog then and there but 
Newton behaved very strangely. Though 
his heart was heavy, he simply patted his 
Diamond on the head with the usual affection. 
He cried, *O Diamond, Diamond, you little 
know the mischief you have done I" 
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From his behaviour towards the little dog, 
you can very well judge the sweetness of his 
temper. 


VI 


KEY QUESTION : What honours were bestowed 
upon Newton from time to time ? 

After his graduation, Isaac Newton was 
elected toa Fellowship of Trinity in the year 
667, and after two years, he was appointed to 
the post of the Professor of Mathematics in the 
Trinity College. In January, !67], he became 
a Member of the Royal Society and was admit- 
ted to its Fellowship in February, 675. 

In i689, he was elected toa university seat 
in the Parliament. He was offered the chair of 
Warden of the Mint in 695. Four years later, 
he became Master of the Mint. In this capacity 
he discharged his duties very efficiently and held 
the post until his death. He was afterwards 
elected one of the eight foreign associates of the 
French Academy of Sciences. In 70] , he was 
re-elected to Parliament for the University. After 
two years he occupied the President’s chair 
of the Royal Society and remained in this office 
for subsequent twenty-five years. He received 
the honour of the knighthood in the year I705. 

i Early in 727, Isaac Newton fell seriously 
ill and the same year he died in Kensington on 
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March 20. Eight days after, he was buried in 
Westminster Abbey. There a monument was 
erected in his memory in I73]. 

T he best tribute to Sir Isaac Newton is 
Pope’s epitaph inscribed on a tablet in the 
room where he was born: 


“Nature and Nature's laws lay hid in night; 
God said: “Let Newton be' and all was light." 
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6. THE FOUNDER OF INDUSTRY 


I 


KEY.QUESTION : How did Jamsetji gain trade 
experience in his young age ? 

Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata was one of the 
leading industrialists of India. He was a 
great benefactor of this 
country. 

He was born in a rich 
Parsee family at Navsari | 
in ]839. His father was zi 
a wealthy merchant who | 
did business in opium and | 
cotton. 

Jamsetji could receive 
no education at Navsari. 
When he was thirteen 
years of age, his father called him to Bo mbay. 
When he had some knowledge of “the three 
R's', he was admitted to the Elphinstone : Col- 
lege as a ‘free student? in January, 856. After 
two years he qualified himself as a ‘Green 
Scholar’, which was at that time equivalent toa 
degree. At college Tata hada very limited circle 
of acquaintance simply because he was con- 
cerned with his studies and had an interest 
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Ts learning which remained for his whole 
e 

Nusserwanji marked that his son was very 
promising and talented for industry purposes. 
So he advised Jamsetji to follow in his foot- 
steps. Under the able guidance of his father he 
gained much experience of markets and articles 
oftrade. He went to Hongkong in I859, 
There he could have better knowledge of many 
things about the trade. | 


II 


KEY QUESTION : How did Tata succeed in his 
first enterprise ? 

At that time Lancashire was famous all OVer 
the world for manufacturing textile products. 
The raw cotton was mostly supplied by America. 
India lagged behind in the competition owing to 
many difficulties. But as the Civil War broke 
out in America in 86l, India got an oppor- 
tunity to find a market in Europe. The cheap- 
ness of Indian labour and the opening of the 
Suez Canal brought about an improvement in 
the communication. Young Tata was encou- 
raged by this but because of his foresight he 
realised that knowledge and proper equipments 
were necessary to beat the strong opponents in 
a trade. So he went to England and, staying 
chiefly-at Manchester, studied the modern 
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business methods for five years. | 

After he had completed his studies, Tata 
came back to India. Now he wished to have a 
cotton-mill of his own. His sharp intelligence 
at once helped himto realise that the spinning 
and weaving mill should be situated in the area 
where raw cotton could be easily available to 
save the unnecessary expenditure on transport. 
The Central Provinces and Berar were the recog- 
nised areas for producing cotton. With this 
aim in view his mill was opened on January |, 
977 at Nagpur, and notat Bombay. He named 
it the Empress Mill, for Queen Victoria had 
assumed the title of Empress of India on that 
very day. 

Tata worked day and night. He left no 
stone unturned to make it a success. He gave 
employment to efficient and deserving persons 
and gave them all sorts of facilities to extract 
more and also better work from them. It is 
the fruit of his labour that today the Empress 


Mill is the premier Swadeshi enterprise in the: 


country run by Indian toil, Indian money and 
Indian guidance. 


III 


KEY QUESTION : What benefits has the coun try 


derived from Tata's undertakings ? 
The next ten years were the busiest and the 
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most remarkable period of Tata's life. He had 
several undertakings in his hands. He tried 
his best to make all of them fruitful. 

So far only coarse yarns were produced. 
With a desire to manufacture finer goods Tata 
founded the Swadeshi Company and purchased 
the Dharamsi Mill from its owners for a sum 
of twelve lacs and a half. By chance it hap- 
pened to be.a bad bargain. The building was 
worthless and the machinery was outdated. 
Moreover, the Mill was situated in the area 
where labour was hardly available. But Tata, 
like all great men, had unlimited patience and 
understanding. Instead of losing hope and 
courage, he strived hard until the Swadeshi 
Company became as famous as the sister con- 
cern at Nagpur. In order to compete with the 
English manufacturer this Company made 
cloth of a very fine quality and received gold 
medals in many exhibitions. 

His success aroused a feeling of jealousy 
in the hearts ofthe mill-owners of Lancashire 
because their interests clashed. Due to fear of 
losing trade with India they induced the British 
rulers of this country to impose an excise duty 
on Indian cloth. Tata protested against this 
Unjust action but in vain. Meanwhile, the ex- 
ports of yarn to the Far East increased. So the 
three European shipping firms decided collec- 
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tively to raise their freight rates. The fertile 
brain of Tata immediately hit upon a plan. He 
formed an association of all the merchants of 
Bombay and also negotiated with a Japanese 
shipping company to carry the Indian goods at 
a special rate. This proved to be a very wise 
move. The European companies were com- 
pelled to bring down their rates. Thus the 
rise in prices and the fall of Indian trade were 
checked. 

Tata was a man who never liked to sit idle. 
Now he devoted his heart and soul to the b etter- 
ment of the mills and the machinery, thereby 
increasing the production. He also spent much 
money on experiments to improve the quality 
of Indian cotton. He went to Japan and on his 


return tried to introduce the silk industry in the 
country. 


Tata was the founder of cotton industry in 
India. Other mill-owners of Bombay drew ins- 
piration from him. Consequently, the number 
of mills increased from five to fifty within a 
period of ten years. Half a lac of employees 
Worked in these mills. Today only Tata's mills 
employ 40,000 workers and produce 90,000,000 
yards of cloth every year. Besides this, these 
mills removed the surplus population from over- 
crowded areas, thus minimising the chances of 
famine, and also solved the economic problem 
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of the country. The poor Jabourer, who used 
to make an annaa day in his own village, could 
earn ten or twelve annas in Bombay. 

Besides these two mills, Tata started many ' 
small concerns. One of them was the Taj 
Mahal Hotel in Bombay. It was opened in 
I903 and was a unique undertaking in Asia. 


IV 
KEY QUESTION : What great projects were com- 
pleted after the death of Tata ? 

The heavy pressure of work told adversely 
upon his health. He went to Germany for 
treatment. But he did not recover and in May, 
904, died there at Nauheim at the age of sixty- 
five. 

As early as in the year 875, Tata had 
thought of starting Iron and Steel Industry in 
India. He had planned it well and spent a lot of 
wealth in necessary surveys and investigations. 
His efforts bore fruit in 906. The Tata Iron 
and Steel Works was established at Sakchi in 
Bengal. It is now one of the greatest under- 
takings in the world. It produces several thou- 
sand tons of iron and steel goods and employs 
many thousand workers; A big industrial town 
known as Patanagar with more than "200-000 
people and with schools, libraries and hospitals 
has sprunguparoundthe site which was onus 
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a small village having about a hundred huts. 

Tata’s other great project was Hydro-electric 
Works. He saw that the heavy rainfall on the 
Western Ghats could easily be stored up in 
many huge tanks and employed to generate 
electricity for use to the people of Bombay and 
to the mills, railways and other concerns there 
at a much cheaper rate. Besides generating 
electricity, the water would also be used for 
irrigation and drinking purposes. The project 
would, at the same time, remove dirt and give 
pure air to the city. This dream of Tata was 
realised when Sir George Clarke, the then 
Governor of Bombay, laid the foundation- 
stone of this work at Lonavla in February I9I]. 

Unfortunately Tata could not see the com- 
pletion of these two great enterprises during 
his lifetime. | 


V 
KEY QUESTION : How did Jamsetji make the 
best use of his great wealth ? 

Tata spent the great wealth he had ea rned 
for the common good. He was highly inter- 
ested in the lives of his employees. He'offered 
them bonuses and prizes for their good work, 
pensions when they grew old and compensation 
if they got hurt while on duty. He made ade- 
quate provision for their proper training and 
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recreation. Libraries as well as reading rooms 
were opened. Hospitals were also provided for 
free medical aid. 

Tata was not only a successful businessman 
but also a great patriot. He had an intense 
love for his country and countrymen. He 
frankly admitted that Indian students were in 
no way inferior to the students of other coun- 
tries. If they at all suffered, it was only due to 
lack of proper facilities and the defective Sys- 
tem of education. Tata did his best to meet 
these shortcomings. Hefoundeda Scholarship 
Fund for sending a batch of a few selected stu- 
dents to foreign countries for higher studies 
every year. It is really a matter of pride to note 
. that about twenty per cent of the members of 

the Indian Civil Service and some of the 
leading doctors and engineers have been Tata 
scholars. 

At the same time Tata observed that India 
was quite rich in her natural resources but 
Indians did not know their proper utilisation. 
So they needed the required scientific training. 
With this aim in view he donated thirty lacs of 
rupees for a Research Institute to be opened 
at some important place. Unluckily Tata’s un- 
expected and premature death prevented him 
from seeing the completion of his venture. 
However, this Institution was founded in I9I0 ` 
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at Bangalore and has since then been doing 
excellent service to the country. 


VI 
KEY QUESTION : What message has Jamsetji 

Tata left for us ? 

Jamsetji Tata was a great man. He felt 
that the qualities of perseverance, resource- 
fulness and organisation made nations great and 
if cultivated, they could make India equally 
great. व 

Tata never worked for himself but always 
for others. He spent the major portion of his 
wealth for the good of his c ountrymen. He 
did not hanker after public fame or official 
honours. Extreme modesty was the distin- 
guishing feature of his character. 

Jamsetji was never idle. He was at all times 
up and doing. He believed in Carlyle’s maxim, 
"Work is worship," and Stevenson's saying, 
“The true success is to labour." He had a 
great regard for the sanctity of time. His life 
reminds us that we can make our lives sublime 
by acting in the living present, for the time 
before us is the only time when we have any 
power. 
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7. THE ANGEL OF PITY 


I 
KEY QUESTION : What were the interests and 
ambition of Florence Nightingale ? 

Early in the last century; there lived a little 
girl in her beautiful home in Hampshire. Just 
like all other little girls, 
she was fond of her dolls. 
She played with them, fed 
them and looked after 
them. Pretending that 
they were ill, she nursed 
them. This girl was 
Florence Nightingale 

She was born in a rich 
English family on May l2, 820, at Florence in 
Italy. Her parents named her after the city 
where she was born. They came back to 
England soon after her birth. Florence and 
her elder sister, Parthenon, spent their child- 





hood happily. They were educated at home 


Both of them were interested in their lessons 
Though the two sisters were brought up under 
the same conditions, they had different natures 
Her sister threw away the broken dolls but 
Florence took them up, bandaged and nursed 
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them. Parthenon liked good clothes while ý 
Florence delighted in looking after her pets—a € 
pig, a donkey, a pony and a. number of dogs. 
Their home was always full of boys and girls of 
their age, or babies. Her elder sister played with 
those of her age but Florence loved the babies. 
As she grew older, she visited the huts ofthe 


farmers round about her home and she nursed 
anyone who was suffering. 

She possessed all that a young girl could 
desire. She lacked nothing. Even then she 
was dissatisfied with her life. She differed from 
those girls who cared only for fashionable 
clothes, dancing, parties, theatres and travel- 
ling abroad. She wanted to do something 
good and noble. Her sole ambition was to 
become a nurse. 


II : 

KEY QUESTION : Why did the parents of Florence 
not allow her to become a nurse ° How was 
this difficulty overcome ? 

At that time, there Were very few nurses. 
They were not trained. Usually poor women 
who could find nothing better to do joined 
this profession. They were merely vulgar, un- 
educated, unclean, drunken and immoral. Girls 
of rich families considered it below their dignity 
to do any work, They only enjoyed life. But 
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Florence could not do so. She told her parents 


what she was thinking of all the time. She ex- 


plained to them that it was nursing upon which 
she had set her heart. They were shocked to 
learn this. They did not like that their daughter 
should become a nurse and live an indecent 
and immoral life. So they refused. Florence 
became sad and disappointed. She began to 
lead the life of an ordinary girl in high society 
but she spent her spare time in reading the 
reports of hospitals and medical and sanitary 
authorities. She also visited workhouses, 
schools and hospitals. She learntall she could 
about hospital work. She travelled abroad 
and visited hospital after hospital in Europe. 
She passed a few days at a Convent School in 
Rome, about two weeks in Paris as ‘Sister of 
Charity’ and three monthsina nursing insti- 
tutionin Germany. Then she came back home 
and found her life empty once again. She wrote 
in her diary, “In my thirty-first year I see nothing 
desirable but death. Everything has been tried 
—foreign travel, kind friends—everything. My 
God ! What is to become of me ? 
Fortunately, in I853, she was appointed 
superintendent of a nursing home in Harley 
Street, London. By this time her parents bad 
also realised that it was very difficult to keep 
Florence away from her desired path. So they 
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allowed her to join the post. Though this was 
not all, it was enough for Florence to prepare 
herself for the bigger task. 


III 


KEY QUESTION : How did Florence get a chance 
to realise her dream ? 

Florence had not to wait fora longtime. 
She had hardly worked for a year at the nursing 
home when in March, I854, she heard that the 
Crimean War had broken out in which England 
and France were fighting against Russia. 

News of the sad state of the army reached 
England. It was reported that the poor British 
soldiers were dying in hundreds, not from their 
wounds, but from fever, hunger and want of 
care. There were hardly a few doctors and no 
nurses to attend to the wounded and the sick. 

England was horrified at the news. Florence 
Nightingale was moved the most. Her tender 
heart was filled with pity for the sufferin g soldiers 
in Crimea. She was the only person in England 
who could assist. She was recognised as an ex- 
pert for she knew more than anyone else about 
hospitals in the country. Sidney Herbert, Sec- 
retary of State for War, requested Florence to 
help in the War and she readily agreed to offer 
her services. : 

: "She undertook an adventure. Very soon 
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she sailed for Crimea with her own band of 
thirty-eight nurses. But before leaving she took 
with her all necessary things— medicines, ban- 
dages, blankets, provisions etc. 

Hercourage and determination won praise 
from all quarters in England. Even her parents 
were now in her favour. Thus the dream of 
Florence was realised. 


IV 


KEY QUESTION : What was the condition at 
Scutari when Florence reached there ? ` 
One cold morning in November, | 854, 

Florence Nightingale arrived at Scutari, There 

she found things much worse than she had 

expected. ! 
The hospital in which the sick and the woun- 
ded soldiers were admitted was a very old and 
huge barrack-house. This building was quite 
unsuitable for a hospital. It was dirty, over- 
run by rats and full of foul smell. The floors 
were broken. The walls were dirty. There was 
no ventilation. For want of accommodation the 
beds were put so close to each other that there 
was hardly space to move between them. There 
were few beds and the sheets were of canvas and 
so coarse that the patients preferred to use their ` 
own blankets. There was no furniture. There 
were no basins, no towels, no soaps, no broonis, 
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no trays, no plates, no knives, no forks, no 
spoons. Stretchers, bandages and splints—all 
were very few. Even the most ordinary drugs 
werelacking. The arrangements for washing 
and cooking were very bad. There was not 
even any lighting, so men had to stick candles 
in empty beer-bottles. j 
There werea few old but inexperienced men 
who kuew nothing abouthospitals and a few 
helpless young doctors. England's bravest sol- 
diers were dying like flies. Want, neglect, 
confusion and misery reigned everywhere in the 
hospital. Such was the condition at Scutari. 


V 


KEY QUESTION : How did she improve the 
. condition of the hospital ? Why did the 
wounded soldiers look upon Florence as 

"The Angel of Pity' ? 

The task of Florence became more difficult 
becausethe doctors refused to co-operate withher 
and the Stores Officer was also unsympathetic. 

But Florence had not learnt to be beaten. 
She had come fully prepared to brave the diffi- 
culties. Instead of giving up hope, she set to 
work patiently. She soon: overcame the diffi- 
culties with her sincerity and industry. . Things 
began to improve and a ray of hope dawned at 
Scutari. | 
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First of all, she got the place cleaned well, for 
patients must notlive in unhealthy surround- 
ings. She supplied soaps, towels, knives and 
forks to the sick and wounded men. She made 
quick arrangements for their clean sheets and 
clean shirts. She gave them blankets to protect 
themselves against cold. She improved the 
kitchens and laundries. She placed orders for 
necessary medicines. The number of beds also 
increased. 

Then she turned her attention to their spi- 
ritual needs. She provided means of recreation 
and reading rooms for them. 

. She was busy day and night with her work. 
She visited every bed in the hospital and took 
care that no patient was neglected. Though she 
had worked hard all day, every night she moved 
once more from bed to bed comforting and 
consoling the patients with a lamp in her 
hand. Sothey called her “The Lady with the 
Lamp'. 

She behaved with the soldiers very affection- 
ately and sympathetically. She cheered them 
with her presence. She saved even the hopeless 
cases by her expert nursing. “Before she came,” 
said a soldier, “there was cursing and swearing, 
but after that, it was as holy as a church." 
The wounded soldiers looked upon Florence 
Nightingale as ‘The Angel of Pity’. 
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VI 
KEY QUESTION : What did Florence do for the 
service of mankind ? 

After setting the things in order at Scutari, 
she devoted her time in improving the other 
smaller hospitals; When the War was over, 
Florence left for home. She reached England 
in July, 856. She directly went home to take 
rest. The people of England presented to her a 
purse of £ 50,000. With this money she founded 
a hospital and a nurses’ home in London. 
Here she gave training to nurses. 

Her health was broken by the hardships she 
had undergone. The doctors advised her to 
take rest but she did not care. She improved 
the entire medical service of the army. She also 
Wrote a book, Notes on Hospitals. This book 
and the Training School for nurses brought 
about a revolution in the profession of nursing. 

very good nurse or every good hospital is a 


old age of ninety years. 

Florence Nightingale dedicated her whole life 
to the Service of mankind. To her mind, to 
serve mankind was to serve God. : 
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8. THE MAN OF THE MASSES ` 


I 


KEY QUESTION : What did the gardener say to 
Lal Bahadur ? What was the effect of his 
remark upon the little boy ? 


To find a true successor of Jawaharlal was 
a problem. After Nehru, who ?—was a big 
interrogation, but it was 
at once replied. À man 
emerged like a lotus from 
the mud. Lal Bahadur 
Shastri, as you all know, 
was the man. 


October 2, 904 was 
the birth-date and Mughal 
Sarai the place of birth of 
this commoner. When he 
“ washardlly a child of one 
year and a half, there came upon him a great 
disaster. Sharda Prasad, his father and a 
schoolmaster, suddenly passed away. 

Hazari Lal, the father of Lal Bahadur's 
mother, now looked after the family. The little 
boy was brought up under his care. 

Oncethe boy had gone [into a garden with 
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some of his friends who were mischievous. 
They merrily plucked eatables but he simply 
plucked a flower. Soon the gardener came. 
All the boys had run away but little Lal Bahadur 
did not go. The gardener caught hold of him 
and beat him. When he said to the gardener 
that it was no good to beat an innocent father- 
less boy, the gardener told that the fatherless 
should behave better. This remark left a lasting 
impression uponhis mind. He at once resolved 
to behave better in future and was true to this 
resolve until death. 


II 


KEY QUESTION : Since when did ‘Shastri’ be- 
come his surname ? ` 

From his maternal grandfather's house, 
Lal Bahadur had to go to the house of his mater- 
nal uncle, husband of his mother's sister. He 
was a schoolmaster in Kashi. There Lal 
Bahadur began his studies in Harish Chandra 
School. He proved to be a good, disciplined, 
obedient, honest, intelligent and industrious 
student. 

Kashi was the centre of national awakening. 
Tilak and Gandhi inspired people to fight for 
freedom. Lal Bahadur's heartand mind were 
filled with patriotic feelings. He hada keen 
desire to serve the motherland. He had been 
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watching the political developments in the 
country. In I92I, he joined the Civil Disobe- 
dience Movement. He was a boy of sixteen 
then. He was preparing for the Matriculation 
Examination. His mother was upset. She did 
not like that her son who was her only hope 
should take part in the movement. But the 
boy, though outwardly shy, was firm and un- 
shaken. He was arrested but was released with- 
out any punishment. 

He then joined Kashi Vidyapeeth. This 
institution imparted political education and 
trained the young minds to serve the mother- 
land with selfless spirit. Lal Bahadur was 
deeply influenced by his renowned teacher, 
Dr. Bhagwan Dass. Thenceforth he believed in 
simple living and high thinking. He made 
this maxim the guiding principle of his | life. 
Finally he took his Shastri's degree in Philoso- 
phy in 926. He stood first. Since then ‘Shastri’ 
became his surname. 


ID ' 


KEY QUESTION : How was Lal Bahadur Shas- 
tri put to severe tests ? 

Since his very childhood, Shastri had to face 
difficulties. Once he was unable to afford a 
ferry across the Ganga and as such he had to 
swim across the river. Also he had to walk 
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several miles a day to and back from Kashi 
Vidyapeeth. i i 

In 927, Shastri was married to Lalita Devi. 
He only accepted a charkha and a few yards of 
khadi as he was deadly against dowry. His 
wife was a noble lady. She proved to be a 
sincere life-partner. But as ill-luck would have it, 
Shastri had still to share the bitter experiences 
of life. Once his daughter fell seriously ill 
and she died because he had no money to buy 
medicines for her treatment. But his brave 
heart did not waver. There was another 
touching incident of his prison days. He had 
come on parole to see his dying son. In spite 
of the child's repeated insistence, the father 
refused to stay and ask for an extension of the 
parole period. Thus he was putto severe tests 
and trials. 


IV 


KEY QUESTION : Why did Jawaharlal Nehru 
choose Shastri for the organisational work 
of the Congress party ? 

So far as the service of the motherland was 
concerned, Lal Bahadur Shastri devoted his 
heart and soul to the task. He had already heard 
the Gandbian call. He became his disciple. 
He joined the Civil Disobedience Movement 
and was arrested. 
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After the completion of his education, he 
became a full-time worker of the Servants of 
the People Society. He was headquartered 
at Allahabad in connection with his work. 
Fortunately he came into contact with Nehru. 
At that time the office of the All-India Congress 
Committee was at Allahabad and this city was 
the centre of national activities. Shastri was 
soon aware of the things of the party and be- 
came Secretary of the U.P. Congress Commit- 
tee. He was then elected as the General Sec- 
retary of the All-India Congress Committee. In 
this capacity he wasa great success. When in 
]95l, Jawaharlal Nehru, who was the Prime 
Minister of the country and President of the 
A.I.C.C. was on a look-out for a suitable person 
torun the machinery of the Congress party 
smoothly and efficiently, he selected Shastri for 
the work. He was again entrusted with the same 
business during the elections of 957. He was 
a Railway Minister then but he resigned because 
he considered himself morally responsible for 
the major accident which had occurred at 
Mehboob Nagar. Jawaharlal Nehru asked 
him not to resign but Shastri, being a man of 

ords, stuck to his decision. This shows the 
firmness of his mind 


“ 
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V 


KEY QUESTION : How did he rise to the highest 
position ? 


Shastri had a vast administrative experience. 
He held various offices in U.P. and also at the 
centre. He had always been a conscientious 
Worker, efficient organiser and an able Parlia- 
mentarian. | 

Asa man, Shastri was great. He was the 
Man of the Masses. He was modest, court- 
6005, courageous, affectionate and peace-loving. 
He rose to the highest pedestal of the Govern- 
ment of India because of his merit. Even as the 
Prime Minister, he did not give up his si mplicity. 
This is an example for us all to copy. 

Na Shastri remained in the office of the Prime 
ister only for nineteen months. It was not 
along tenure but even this short period was 
enough to reveal him. Events were happening 
fast. Assoon as he took over charge, he had 
a heartattack. As such he could not attend the 
Commonwealth Premiers’ Conference in Lon- 
don. Though he tried his best, the doctors did 
not allow him to. go. Later on, he went to 
Cairo, England, Yugoslavia, Burma and 
U.S.S.R. On every goodwill visit, he impres- 
sed all with his simplicity, 
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VI 
KEY QUESTION : What problems had Shastri 
to face ? How did he meet the challenge 
of war ? | 

Shastri’s Government had to face several 
problems—internal and external, some of which 
were food crisis, the language issue, India's 
relation with Nepal, the Punjab tangle, constant 
threats of China and Pakistan. Shastri achieved 
success in almost every case. 

Shastri was as soft as butter. At the same 
time he wasas hard as steel. When Pakistan 
attacked India in August, I965, Shastri had no 
doubt asto his line of action. He took! bold 
steps and the forces of Pakistan had. to retreat 
from the soil of India. Speaking to the Nation, 
the Prime Minister said: 

“It is amazing that Pakistan should have 
. embarked upon yet another adventure....We 
have to consider how best to deal with the dan- 
gers that threaten our country....When free- 
domis threatened and territorial integrity is 
endangered, there is only one duty—the duty 
to meet the challenge with all our might. . . . We 
have all to stand together firmly and unitedly to 
make any sacrifice that may be necessary.” 

In another message to the Nation on the 
Independence Day, Shastri declared: 

“Pakistan has invaded Kashmir....Pakis- 
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tan must bear full responsibility for the attack 
... We want peace in Kashmir. But when we are 
attacked, it becomes the responsibility of the 
Government to meet force with force. ...The 
country has to prepare itself for hard days 
ahead. Everyone must perform his duty fully 
and faithfully....This isa call tothe Nation 
to rise and meet the challenge.” 

Thus the challenge of war was met with 
bravery by one who was truly a man of peace. 


VII 
KEY QUESTION : Why did Shastrigo to Tashkent 
and what happened there ? 

Shastri started on the noble questfor peace. 
He reached Tashkent on 3rd January, I966. 
The conference was quite successful. The 
leaders and the officials of India, Pakistan and 
U.S.S.R. were jubilant. A banquet was given 
by the Soviet hosts at the end of the confer- 
ence. When the banquet was over, Shastri 
parted saying Good Night to all and Khuda Hafiz 
to President Ayub. He reached his villa and 
took his food cooked in his own kitchen. He 
contacted his son and wife on phone. He 
asked his son about the reaction of New Delhi 


to the Tashkent Agreement. He told his wife ` 


that he would be leaving for Kabul on his way 
home next morning. He then went to sleep but 
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eternal peace waited for this priest of peace. 
In the early hours of January ll, 966, our 
beloved Shastriji breathed his last. 

Sudden and great misfortune came upon the 
nation. The sad news brought shock for all 
the people of India and the world at large. 
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NOTES 


| l. THEFATHER OF THE NATION 

a mighty empire : the British Empire. It was said that the 
sun never set on the British Empire. 

Theosophist : a member of the Theosophical Society which 
was founded in I875 in the U.S.A. In] 879, Madras 
became the headquarter of this Society. 

Mrs. Besant : Dr. Annie Besant (847- ]933) was an Irish 
lady. She was deeply interested in India and Indians. 
She was elected President of the Indian National Con- 
gress in 9]7. 

the Bible : the holy book of the Christians. 

Natal : a province in South Africa. 

Durban : a city in South Africa. 

Pretoria : the capital of the Union of South Africa and 
Transvaal. 

*black coolie' : the Europeans in South Africa used this 
term for the Indians living there. 

Boer War : the War fought between the British and the 
Dutch colonists in South Africa. 

Registration law : the law which required the Indians to 
register themselves. 

Black Acts : Acts that were subversive of the principles of 
liberty and justice and destructive of the elementary 
rights of the individual. 

Smuts : General Jan Smuts, the Prime Minister of South 
Africa when Gandhiji was in this country in connection 

` with his satyagraha movement. 

indenture system: due to poverty many Indians got 
themselves enlisted as labourers to besent to the British 
colonies. This was called the indenture system. 
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‘Quit-India’ Movement : this was the last but the most 
powerful movement launched in ]942. It demanded 
that the British should leave India for good. 

Mahadev Desai : a friend and follower of Gandhiji. He 
worked as his private secretary. 

fanatic : person unreasonably enthusiastic especially in 
religion. The name of the person was Nathuram 
Vinayak Godse. 


2. THE LEADER OF THE I.N.A. 


Cuttack : former capital and the present important town 
of Orissa. 

step-niotherly treatment : cruel dealing. 

the Indian Civil Service : now called the Indian Adminis- 
trative Service. 

foreign yoke : British rule. 

C. R. Das. : the patriot and the leader of Bengal. Indians 
lovingly called him Desh-bandhu. 

Prince of Wales : thetitle of the eldest son, i.e., the heir of 
the British King. Then Edward, who afterwards be- 
came King Edward VIII, was the Prince of Wales. 

Alipore : is in West Bengal near Calcutta. 

Mandalay : a city and former capital of Burma. 

Simon Commission : was the Commission appointed in 
928 by the Government of England under the chairman- 
ship of Sir John Simon. This Commission came to 
India to make enquiries about the future reforms of 
the Indian Government. 

Dominion Status : the rights enjoyed by self-ruling coun- 
tries which remain within the British empirc. 

World War II : (I939-945) was fought between the 
Allies (Britain, France, Russia, U.S.A. etc.) and the 
Axis powers (Germany, Japan, Italy). The Allies were 
victorious in the war. 
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Hitler : ‘Adolf Hitler’ (I889- I945) was the dictator of 


Germany. He fought the World War II i 
Allies and was defeated. r I! against the 


3. THE CONSUL OF FRANCE 


Corsica : French island in the Mediterranean. 

happy-go-lucky : easy-going. - 

Carthaginians : the people of Carthage. Carthage was 
an ancient and celebrated city on the northern coast of 
Africa, It is now known as north-east Tunis, the capital 
of Tunisia in Africa, with ruins of ancient Carthage 
destroyed by the Romans in 46 B.C. Once it was 
Rome’s great rival. 

Louis XIV ~ ruler of France (I643-75). 

Louis XVI : ruler of France (774-.792). 

the Alps : the highest mountain of Europe in Switzerland 
Separating France and Italy. 

little corporal : non-commissioned officer ranking below 
sergeant. ! 

the Consul of France : the three heads of the French Re- 
public (!799-804). Napoleon was the First Consul. 

Elba : isanislandin the Mediterranean. It belongs to 
Italy. Here Napoleon lived in exile from May, 84 
to February, I85. 

the battle of Waterloo : was foughtin I8]5. Waterloo is 
an important place of Belgium, near the capital town, 
Brussels. 

St. Helena : isan island in the Atlantic Ocean. Napoleon 
was interned here from 8]5 to 82I. 

4. THE MAKER OF MODERN INDIA 

the Nehrus : A Kashmiri family left Kashmir and came 
down to Delhi. The members of this family began to 
serveinthe court of the Mughal Emperor who gave them 
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a house on the bank of a naliar. Since then this family 
was known as the Nehrus. 

Tripos : Cambridge Honours degree. 

Liberal Party : successors of the Whigs, including the 
Radicals, advocates of democratic reform and liberty. 

Inner Temple : Inn of Court on site of the Temple in 
London. 

Indira : now Smt. Indira Gandhi, the Prime Minister of 


India. 
tragedy of Jallianwala Bagh: in Jallianwala Bagh in 


Amritsar; many innocent men, women and children 
were killed mercilessly as a result of firing by Col. 
O'Dwyer's orders. 

Switzerland : a country in Europe famous for its best 
climate. People generally go there for treatment and 
change of climate. 

Ahmednagar : a city in Maharashtra, about 336 kilometres 
east of Bombay. 

Indian National Army : a strong fighting force raised by 
Subhash Chandra Bose. It fought in Burma to liberate 
India from the British. 

peaceful co-existence : let all nations live together in peace 
without intruding on others' territory, rights etc. 

Belgrade : the capital of Yugoslavia, 

Paris : the capital of France. | 

U.S.A. : abbreviation of “United States of America”. 

Mexico : a Republic in Central America in the south of 

` the U.S.A. 


3. THE DISCOVERER OF NATURE'S LAWS 


Christmas Day : festivalof Christ's birth, 25th December. 

Woolsthorpe : a place in England in the territorial division 
of Lincolnshire. 

Lincolnshire : a division of England. 
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NOTES 77 


Grantham : England's city. 

sub-sizar. : student paying reduced fees. 

Master of the Mint : Superintendent of coinage at the place 
where money is coined. 

the honour of knighthood : the honourable title of ‘Sir’, 

Kensington : suburb of London. | 

Westminster Abbey : Church at Westminster, a city and 
borough of London. | 

Pope : Alexander Pope (688-744), a celebrated English 
poet of the I8th century. 

epitaph २ a brief composition written on the occasion of 
a person's death. 


6. THE FOUNDER OF INDUSTRY 


. Navsari : the Parsee colony in Gujaratin the south of Surat, 

the Three R's : reading, writing and arithmetic. 

Hongkong : an island off the south-east coast of China. 

Lancashire : the famous manufacturing centre of cotton 
goods in England. 

Suez Canal : theship-canaljoining the Mediterranean and 
the Red Sea. It was opened on I7th November, I869. 

Manchester : city of Lancashire, England. It is one of the 

greatest trade centres of the world. 

Central Provinces and Berar : now some part in Madhya 
Pradesh and some in Maharashtra. 

Nagpur : an important city of Maharashtra and former 
capital of Madhya Pradesh. 

Lonayla : a famous place near Poona frequented usually 
for health. 

Bangalore : the capital of Mysore. » 

Carlyle : Thomas Carlyle (I795-I88I) who was a well 
known prose writer of England. 

Stevenson : Robert Louis Stevenson (850-94) who was a 
famous English novelist and essayist of Scottish descent, 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri 


78 NOTES 


7. THE ANGEL OF PITY 

Hampshire : a district in England in the south. 

Florence : one of the important towns of Italy. 

Convent School ^ an institution run by an association of 
persons devoted to a religious life. . 

Sister of Charity : member of a religious society devoted 
to relieving poor. : 

Harley Street : a street in London mainly occupied by 
doctors and clinics. 

Crimean War : wasfought in Crimea (I854-56) by Eng- 
land, France and Turkey against Russia. 

Scutari : town in Asia Minor near Istanbul. 

Order of merit : a title of honour; insignia worn by a dis- 
tinguished person. 


8. THE MAN OF THE MASSES 


Mughal Sarai: animportant railway junction in Uttar 
Pradesh (nearly 7 kilometres from Varanasi). 

Tilak : Bal Gangadhar Tilak was one of the greatest 
Congress figures in the early twentieth century. 

Civil Disobedience Movement : a movement launched to 
disobey certain laws imposed on the country by the 
foreign rulers so as to make the working of the Govern- 
ment practically impossible. 

Lala Lajpat Rai : was an Indian nationalist leader. He 
was known as the great lion of Punjab (Punjab Kesari). 
He died of lathi blows received while leading a demons- 
tration in 928 against the Simon Commission. 

Servants of the People Society : was founded in I92] by 
Lala Lajpat Rai. Shastriji was greatly indebted to this 
society. 

Mehboob Nagar : is in the state of Andhra and is an im- 
portant station on the Southern Railway. 

Cairo ; capital of Egypt and the biggest city of Africa. 
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U.S.S.R. : abbreviation of “Uni i iali 

| . on of 
Router" of Soviet Socialist 

Tashkent ` an important town in U.S.S.R. Where the his- 
toric conference was held. 

Soviet hosts : Premier Kosygin and other Russian leaders. 
and officials. 

Ayub : Field-Marshal Mohd. Ayub Khan, the then 

- President of Pakistan. 
abul : capital of Afghanistan. 
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